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Call for papers
International Conference on Decolonization and Maulana Bhashani

Organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the
University of Dhaka

The experience of colonialism and its postcolonial legacies in South Asia is a complex terrain shaped by
nationalism, ideological contestation, and subaltern resistance. Within this landscape, Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhashani emerges as a powerful yet understudied political and spiritual leader. From anti-
British agitations in Assam to political activism in Pakistan and the early momentum of Bangladesh’s
independence, Bhashani played a transformative role.

Known as the “Red Maulana,” Bhashani fused Islam and socialism to challenge colonial domination,
capitalist exploitation, and postcolonial authoritarianism. His politics crossed borders—Colonial Bengal,
Assam, Pakistan, and independent Bangladesh. His enduring commitment to peasant rights, regional
autonomy. and spiritual justice continues to resonate today.

Organized by the Center for Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences (CARASS) at the
University of Dhaka, this international conference seeks to foreground Bhashani’s life. vision. and

activism within the broader context of South Asian decolonial thought and practice.

Objectives:
* To analyze Bhashani’s role in decolonization across South Asia
¢ To explore postcolonial resistance through Islam, socialism, and peasant movements
® To re-read history through subaltern and spiritual-political lenses

Indicative Thematic Areas (Not Limited to):

*  Assam, Identity, and Migration
Peasant Politics and Grassroots Movements
Bhashani in Exile and Human Rights
Feminist Perspectives
Bhashani and the Birth of Bangladesh
Environmental Justice and People’s Sovereignty

Call for Abstracts: Length: 250-300 words Languages: Bangla and English (For Bangla use
SutonnyMJ fonts and for English use Times New Roman fonts).

Last day of Abstract Submission: September 15, 2025

Please submit your abstract to carass@du.ac.bd. In the subject line, please mention:
CARASS_Conference2025 [YOUR NAME] _[Short Title] (e.g., CARASS_Conference 2025 Kazi
Sameeo Sheesh_BhashaniAndPeasantPolitics)

Venue & Date: 23-24, December 2025 (Tentative) Venue: University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

Registration Fees:
@@/\/ \ /

Bangladeshi Nationals: Students: 500 Taka & Others: 1000 Taka
Foreign Nationals: Students: 25 USD & Others: 50 USD

(Professor Dr. Ashfaque Hossain)
Director of CARASS



